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Th kill f A b t t t t ti ithThe skills of Arab states to create narratives with 
the key words in urban planning and their 
ability to use rapidly the new trends in planningy p y p g

A double point in the context of a high urban growth p g g
in the Arab world

1) h hif d i l i d h• 1) the shift towards strategic planning and the 
questions it raises for such rentier States

• 2) the new crusade for sustainability in planning:• 2) the new crusade for sustainability in planning: 
between new experiences and alibi? 



1. Strategic planning: the “conversion” 
of the Arab worldof the Arab world



Intra-Regional UN-HABITAT Exchange 
on Urban Planning Methodology in Arab g gy
Countries
13 - 16/12/2010, Cairo – Egypt, gyp

A b iti d ti t t i•Arab cities are more adopting strategic 
participatory planning, introducing city visioning, 

bili i t hi d l ki b dmobilizing partnerships and looking beyond 
boundaries;
•Planning is now practiced as a governance 
mechanisms for civic engagement, (Greater 
Amman, Cairo 2050, Benghazi 2025…)



Libyan National Spatial Policy 
2006-2030

‘balanced sustainable development’

• Environment Sustainable

• Economical ViableSource: 
• Spatial Balanced Development



National Spatial Policy 2006-2030 for Libya
“Balanced Sustainable Development”

  Agriculture & 
Fisheries 

 Selective expansion 
 Protect rain-fed areas 
 Avoid soil erosion and 

desertification  

Industry & Mining

 Increase role of private 
sector 

 Small-scale Industry 
 Building Industry 
 Petrol-Chemical 

processing

Tourism & Cultural 
Heritage 

 Culture, Nature- Desert, 
Beach 

 National and 
Professional Tourism 
A i t iti

Transport 

 Expansion/maintenance 
of inter-city and (inter) 
national road networks 

 Mass Public transport 
for Tripoli and Benghazi 

 Expansion of sea and

Housing 

 Need for 35,000 units 
per year 

 Need for implementable 
Land Policies  

 Relation with 
Infrastructure

Water 

 Protect groundwater 
resources 

 Increase use of treated 
water 

 Rational water 
consumption

Environment 

 Coastal Zone  
Management 

 Pollution control 
 Water front 

development 
 Limit urban expansionprocessing  Ancient cities  Expansion of sea and 

airports
Infrastructure consumption  Limit urban expansion 

 

CONTEXT:  

Global and Local Drivers 
   

Balanced Sustainable Development
 

Based on sustainable economic opportunities, settlements development 
f  Globalisation 

 ICT Developments 
 Sustainable Development 
 Macro-Economic changes in Libya 
 Private sector and Land ownership 

C

Population 

From 5.3 million 

to 8 million 
 

Demand

should be supported according to the following principles:
 

 Protect agricultural and fragile ecological zones and combat desertification 
 Reduce internal migration (desert to coast; small to large cities) through 

sustainable strategic investments  

National Policies

 Gateway to Africa 
 Raising Living Standards 
 Protecting Country borders 
 Spatial and demographically balanced 

country

 

Employment 

Create 1.5 million  

i ll i bl

Demand 
for Space  Develop existing primary and secondary settlements to accommodate 

expected population growth; 
 Coordinate and optimise coastal city main functions and interactions 
 Identify and guide spatial development within approved urban zones 
Create buffer zones around cities especially Tripoli and Benghazi to avoid y

 Equal development across the country 
 Support Private Sector 

economically viable Create buffer zones around cities especially Tripoli and Benghazi to avoid 
further sprawl and ribbon development 

 Assess the need and viability to develop new towns in the greater Tripoli 
and Benghazi regions 

 Densify/restructure urban land use to ensure economic diversification, 
efficient use of land, optimize infrastructure networks, create urban p
character 



Participation
in Libya

S U it Pl iSource : Unit Planning
Authority, Libya, 2010



Benghazi city master plan 2025



EGYPT: Project Activities of UN Habitat and 
Counterparts (2006-2013)Counterparts (2006-2013)

UN-HABITAT Cairo Office

General Organisation for Physical 
Planning (GOPP)

Ministry of Local Development 
(MoLD)Planning (GOPP) (MoLD)

Ministry of Economic 
Development

Ministry of FinanceStrategic Urban 
Plans for Small Cities 

in Egypt

Strategic 
Development Plan for 
Greater Cairo Region

Strategic National 
Development 

Support Project
Ministry of Health

Ministry of Education

gypg

Ministry of Education

etc.

Source : UN Habitat – Egypt, 2010



Thi i t t t i

Small Cities strategic planning in Egypt

This program aims to prepare strategic 
plans for 228 cities within three year. 
GOPP prepared guidelines as reference 
for preparing these strategic plans andfor preparing these strategic plans and 
detailed plans as well to serve as 
blueprints for future actions. 

The aim is to increase the capacities of the 
cities to host the additional five million 

Strategic Plan for Zakazik city
inhabitants expected by the year 2027.

These strategic plans are prepared 
using a participatory planning 
approach to define :

The new city limits and boundaries

Proposed land uses and zoningp g

Regulations for new developments



Strategic planning for governorates

Strategic Plan of  
Cairo Governorate

Strategic Plan of 
Giza Governorate

Strategic Plan of 
Helwan  

Governorate

Strategic Plan of 6 
Octobr

Governorate

التجمع العمراني الاول وتوابعه
خدمي زراعي ومطار–الوظيفة 

مليون نسمة–عدد السكان 

تطوير خدمات
القطاع الريفي

GovernorateGovernorate

المدينة البيئية
بيئى سياحى وصناعات متطورة–الوظيفة 

الف نسمة 100–عدد السكان 

العمراني النمو ترشيد

)العياط الجديدة ( مدينة 
خدمي واعمال وصناعي ومطار–الوظيفة 

الف نسمة 850–عدد السكان 

المدينة الوسطى الصناعية
صناعات وبترول–الوظيفة 
الف نسمة 100–عدد السكان 

ترشيد النمو العمراني
اكتوبر  6لمدينة  

والربط بالمترو

)الواحات ( التجمع العمراني 
زراعي بيئي–الوظيفة 

الف نسمة 80–عدد السكان 

Source : UN Habitat – Egypt, 2010



Source ; General Organization for Physical Planning (Ministry of 
Planning) 2007-2012



Through review/study international 
experience as a case studies

Why a vision for Cairo?

experience as a case studies

World Cities Visions



The 
The vision and its objectives

vision
Sustainable development vision for Cairo 2050 and beyond

Source : GOPP, 2009

Sustainable development vision for Cairo 2050 and beyond,
Includes social, cultural and economic fields integrated with 
urban field.
With good Governance, we can achieve the best results for 
current and future generations



P ti i ti f K Offi i l Pl d Thi k i

Cairo 2050 (Source : GOPP, 2010)

Participation of Key Officials, Planners, and Thinkers in 
Formulating the Vision  

2 conferences: 300 participants of key officials thinkers media figures2 conferences: 300 participants of key officials, thinkers, media figures, 
investors, members of People’s Assembly and Shura Council

28 specialized workshops: 1000 participants of experts and executive officials

4 symposium with NGOs and associations: 400 expert participants

4 surveys covering more than 3000 families in GCR

4 symposium with NGOs and associations: 400 expert participants



Different Strategies Dealing with Districts of GCR

Core of the VisionCore of the Vision
g g

Strategy 3 Strategy 2 Strategy 3Strategy 1 Strategy 2

Ain ShamsBoulaq Al-
Dakrour

Downtown6th of October New Cairo

Densit
y

  person/
feddan

800
750
700
650
600

Decreasing 
Population Decreasing 

600
550
500
450
400

Attracting

p
Density Population 

Density

350
300
350
200
150

Attracting 
Population to 
New Cities  

(housing – jobs) 
and Increasing 
Connectivity

Attracting Population to 
New Cities  (housing –
j b ) d I i 150

100
50

Connectivityjobs)  and Increasing 
Connectivity Profiting from the 

inner city values 
and its 

ConstituentsConstituents
Current 

Densities
Projected Densities

Settlement of New Major Projects outside Cairo 
and Giza



Key Issues Affecting Development of GCR  Vision

Spatial and 
economic

Land and 
Housing 

1. Should separate governorates in 
the GCR be merged into one body 
with special laws and regulations?

trends
g p g

2. Would it be better to create an 
executive management agency with 

GCR
Future Vision

the three GCR governors sitting on its 
board?

Future Vision3. Should decentralization be
promoted and the number of 
governorates increased?

Transportation
& Infrastructure

Institutional Set-up & 
Urban Management & Infrastructure



                    Key Issues Affecting Development of GCR  Vision

Housing & 
Land

Spatial and 
Economic Currently, 3 Governorates, 9 Ministries 

GCR

Trendsand 4 sectoral agencies have direct or
indirect control of land in the GCR

1 Wh t th t it bl l dGCR
Future Vision

1. What are the most suitable land
allocation mechanisms and 
coordination processes? 

2. What type of housing programs 
should be in new development areas?

Transportation
& Infrastructure

Institutional Setup &
Urban Management

3. What are the best strategies / 
preventive measures to deal with 
informal settlements?& ast uctu einformal settlements?



i l d f Wisland of Warraq

Imbaba

Centre-ville « moderne »

C i i l iCaire islamique

Île de Dahab

Secteur des 
pyramides de Giza

Cairo 2050 : A show room of mega projects instead a real strategy?



The preliminary schemes for the Nile Cornish landscape



El Azhar Parks ( Salah Salem Cemeteries Area)



El Azhar Parks ( Salah Salem Cemeteries Area)

Open Museum – Fatemia Cairo
Gamaleya Parks

(Previously Gamaleya

Religious Centre

(Previously Gamaleya Cemeteries )

Grand Azhar Parks 
( Previously Salah Salem

Touristic Housing resort 

( Previously Salah Salem Cemeteries )Masr El Kadeema Parks Citade
l

Egyptian  Museum

Elseira Lake

(Previously Mansheyet NasserCivilisation Museum
Ain El Seera

Grand fostat Parks
(previously Bassatin

Mokatt
(previously  Bassatin Cemeteries ) am

Study Area- 2050



Upgrading of Nazlet El Seman area

Transformation of Nazlet El Seman area (253 acres) to an openTransformation of Nazlet El Seman area (253 acres) to an open 
Museum through the disclosure of the valley temple of King 
KhufuKhufu



Upgrading of Nazlet El Seman area

535 
f ddfeddan

15-06-2008 The Project Area – current Situation



The Grand

Upgrading of Nazlet El Seman area
The Grand 

Museum Path
Sphinx Open Museum – Existing location of 

Nazlet el Seman

Sphinx Open 
Museum

Khufu  
Plaza

The New Nazlet El

Khufu
Area of International Hotels

The New Nazlet El 
seman village

Khufu  
Avenue

El Haram 
st. Faisal st.

The Proposed Project Area



Upgrading of Nazlet El Seman area

Khufu  
Avenue

The Grand museum

Khufu 
Plaza

Sphinx open Museum

A f I t ti l H t l

15-06-2008

Area of International Hotels



Khufu Avenue & 
plaza

Sphinx 
Square

F S hi S t Kh fplazaFrom Sphinx Square to Khufu 
Pyramid 12 km Urban 

Extension

Khufu 
Avenue

Khufu Parks1500Feddan

GEM
The Pyramids

 - Khufu Parks 1500Feddan

Khufu 
Plaza Nazlet El seman – 500 

FeddanNazlet el 
Seman

Urban 
Extension

Feddan

Rarefaction of Boulak El Dakroor and Faisal Area – Khufu Plaza Parks 



2 Sustainability the new big issue for2. Sustainability, the new big issue for 
the Arab cities



Maan, Jordanie
(E Verdeil 2010)(E. Verdeil, 2010)

Irbid, Jordanie
(E Verdeil 2010)(E. Verdeil, 2010)



Le Caire / Secteur Ouest /BRT in project (JICA, 2008)



Ateliers Madec / Jardins de Sindibad, Casablanca : a new sustainable project



In Egypt, 2010



Amman, 2010 : BRT and Green Building Council



Experiencing sustainability in the Arab citiesExperiencing sustainability in the Arab cities…

i hb h d i h fi t• eco-neighborhoods: a new niche, first 
experiences from the private developers

• The challenge of urban regeneration and the• The challenge of urban regeneration and the 
need of good developer structures (Casa-Anfa: 
ability to create new centralities)y )

• (re)thinking the “new” cities
• dealing (and accepting) with informal areas, and 

pilot projects and programs (a sustainable matrix 
in itself)
social and affordable housing: the diversification• social and affordable housing: the diversification 
of the housing market and towards more equality





6th of October, Cairo



Vision
The new 6th October needs connections and interfaces to become a national hub and landmark  

ArchPlan, 2009 (for NUCA / GOPP)

St ti l

The new 6th October needs connections and interfaces to become a national hub and landmark, 
while providing all necessary functions and services to become a self sustaining city operating 
independently within the Greater Cairo Region

• Strong national 
and regional identity

• Development of 
mixed uses andmixed uses and 
housing densities

• Strong internal and 
external connectivityexternal connectivity 
(transit oriented)

• General ecological 
sustainablesustainable 
development

• Connecting Zayed 
and 6th of Octand 6th of Oct. 
through strong traffic 
and investment axis 
that connects the 
urban fabric.



SODIC – SOLIDERE (Egypt-Lebanon)





Table of Contents

Introduction Addressing an Urgent Need

« As the world’s urban population expands 
exponentially, the need for new sustainable 
and eco-friendly cities is becoming vital.
W h th t t f thi bli ti ill Introduction - Addressing an Urgent Need

Creating an Authentic Urban Experience

Eastown and Westown Master-plans

We hope the content of this publication will 
shed light on the inspirations behind the 
making of Eastown and Westown.

p

Bringing the Master-plans to Life

Creating Pedestrian-friendly Urban Centres

Welcome to Eastown and Westown, 
Welcome to the future of Cairo » (p2).

Promoting “Walkability”

Applying Renewable Energy Techniques

Creating Liveable Outdoor SpacesCreating Liveable Outdoor Spaces

Controlling the Sun's Exposure

Orienting Buildings to Harness the Wind

Intelligent Landscaping

Using Water Efficiently

Conclusion - City Building: An Interdisciplinary 
Approach

BROCHURE, 2009



the dipole Westown / Eastown in the Greater Cairo, the privatization of eco-
planning in Egypt

New skills new expertises:New skills new expertises:New skills, new expertises:New skills, new expertises:

--Bioclimatic studiesBioclimatic studies
--Renewable ecoRenewable eco--techniquestechniques
--Sustainable landscapingSustainable landscaping
--Planning with the elementsPlanning with the elements



Principle: Use sustainable urban and architectural design solutions by learning from the 
local tradition
Learning from tradition, as Hassan Fathy showed the way in his books and his realizations is an excellent way to approach 
environment friendly techniques to urban and architectural design. Succession of courtyards in a series of public squares, with 
Liwans and Takhtabush, generate air movements by differential pressure created between shaded and sunny courtyards.

Source : Habib DebsSource : Habib DebsSource : Habib Debs Source : Habib Debs ––
Urbi Consultants,Urbi Consultants,
20082008



Haram City, 6 octobre, Le Caire : Affordable housing project inspired byHaram City, 6 octobre, Le Caire : Affordable housing project inspired by 
Hassan Fathi’s principles of architecture



Haram City – Cairo, Developer : Orascom Housing Communities



CASABLANCA – ANFA /CASABLANCA ANFA / 
CONSULTATION DE 
CONCEPTEURS

Former airport of Anfa

Casablanca : 
PLANIFICATION 
TERRITORIALETERRITORIALE 

1976-2006
LE SDAU DE 2006



LE PLAN 
DIRECTEUR

Casablanca Anfa (urban planner : Reichen)





Threats : sustainability on the 
paper…?
• Sustainability can not work as a recipe and copy-and-paste of best 

pratices from the global North
• non commitment of the public bodies despite action of the donors• non-commitment of the public bodies despite action of the donors 

and international networks (e.g. Islamic Cairo)
• Mechanism of land allocation : auctions, terms of reference empty, 

corruptioncorruption…
• Confusion between urban projet and urban strategy
• Fiction planning and the Dubaï dream…
• The neoliberal agenda in informal and historic areas: a new “frontier”• The neoliberal agenda in informal and historic areas: a new frontier  

and a next stage to create value with these neighborhoods
• Professional routines against transversality work
• Cultural representations from the technical and political elites• Cultural representations from the technical and political elites
• Urban practices from the rich….



Tunis : Emirati investors and sell of the land forTunis : Emirati investors and sell of the land for
One dinar in 2006 to Sama Dubaï 
(Lake South, 950 ha)



Lake South of Tunis : Sama Dubaï projectLake South of Tunis : Sama Dubaï project



New cities in Greater Cairo and the role 
of the para-statal NUCA



More than 100 gated communities in Greater Cairo

Source ; Abdelhalek, I, 2010



New city in Chrafate closey
To Tangiers, Morocco

Source : Developer: Al Omrane



All is not black and whiteAll is not black and white… 
A bi th t i h t d St t i l t k• A big threat is when corrupted States manipulate key 
words such as sustainability through a political marketing 
and policies which look green on the paperp g p p

= The discredit is near in such contexts.

• Goods things occurred in the recent years: 
A search has begun to backtracking the Arab know-how to 

d i i (A b ld i i )produce cities (Arab old cities, …)
New trends experienced

Under construction with the “Arab spring”….
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