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Labor market flexibility and increase in non-regular jobs

Globalization and Economic Globalization and Economic 
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Economic Crisis beginning from 2008 and 2009Economic Crisis beginning from 2008 and 2009

Labor market flexibility and increase in non-regular jobs

US economic crisis led to Korea’s economic downturn

Job reduction of non-regular employment 



Increase in nonIncrease in non--regular female workers and women regular female workers and women 
as a easy target of discharge since the economic crisisas a easy target of discharge since the economic crisis

Korea’s economic crisis resulted in constant, unstable Korea’s economic crisis resulted in constant, unstable 
employment and increase in nonemployment and increase in non--regular jobs among regular jobs among 
womenwomen

Increase in Women’s Increase in Women’s 
NonNon--regular Jobsregular Jobs
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Global Global 

economic crisiseconomic crisis

Women’s unstableWomen’s unstable

-Korean economic crisis led by global economic crisis 
womenwomen

<Figure> Economic Crisis and Women’s Economic Activities<Figure> Economic Crisis and Women’s Economic Activities

Women’s unstableWomen’s unstable
employmentemployment

Increase in Increase in 

nonnon--regular jobsregular jobsEmployment Employment 
restructuringrestructuring

-Employment restructuring of labor market in Korea-Women as an easy target of employment restructuring -Increase in women’s non-regular jobs-Constant instability of employment-Deteriorated labor quality of women due to temporary employment



Economic activity participation rate in MEconomic activity participation rate in M--shape & Lshape & L--
shapeshape

Difficult ReDifficult Re--entry to Labor Market of  entry to Labor Market of  
CareerCareer--interrupted Womeninterrupted Women
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Women having reWomen having re--entered labor market integrated entered labor market integrated 
to nonto non--regular employment expanded since the economic regular employment expanded since the economic 
crisiscrisis

Difficult ReDifficult Re--entry to Labor Market of  entry to Labor Market of  
CareerCareer--interrupted Womeninterrupted Women
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Increase in women migrant workers since 2002 due to permission Increase in women migrant workers since 2002 due to permission 
to work in the service sector of ethnic Korean in China to work in the service sector of ethnic Korean in China 

Relations between Relations between ‘‘labor migration’ and labor migration’ and ‘‘marriagemarriage--based based 
migrationmigration’’Increase of women labor in low paid jobs involves economic activities Increase of women labor in low paid jobs involves economic activities 
of international marriageof international marriage--based migrant womenbased migrant women

Women Migrant Workers in LowWomen Migrant Workers in Low--paid paid 
Employment of the Service sector Employment of the Service sector 
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of international marriageof international marriage--based migrant womenbased migrant women

Source: Yoon (2010), Employment and Family Problems of Migrant Women and its CountermeasureSource: Yoon (2010), Employment and Family Problems of Migrant Women and its CountermeasureSource: Yoon (2010), Employment and Family Problems of Migrant Women and its CountermeasureSource: Yoon (2010), Employment and Family Problems of Migrant Women and its CountermeasureSource: Yoon (2010), Employment and Family Problems of Migrant Women and its CountermeasureSource: Yoon (2010), Employment and Family Problems of Migrant Women and its CountermeasureSource: Yoon (2010), Employment and Family Problems of Migrant Women and its CountermeasureSource: Yoon (2010), Employment and Family Problems of Migrant Women and its Countermeasure



In 2008,In 2008, enacted enacted ‘‘Equal Employment Opportunity Equal Employment Opportunity 
and Work Family Balance Assistance Actand Work Family Balance Assistance Act’’ (revised), and (revised), and 
‘Act on Promotion of Economic Activities of ‘Act on Promotion of Economic Activities of 

CareerCareer--Interrupted WomenInterrupted Women’’
LifeLife--cycle based women’s human resources cycle based women’s human resources 
development policiesdevelopment policies

Young Young Young Young Young Young Young Young 
womenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomen

Working Working Working Working Working Working Working Working 
womenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomen

Establish a base Establish a base Establish a base Establish a base 
for workfor workfor workfor work----family family family family 
balancebalancebalancebalance

Support for career development & job Support for career development & job Support for career development & job Support for career development & job 
applicationapplicationapplicationapplication

Dynamic Women Korea Dynamic Women Korea 
InitiativesInitiatives
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development policiesdevelopment policies

Dynamic Women Dynamic Women Dynamic Women Dynamic Women Dynamic Women Dynamic Women Dynamic Women Dynamic Women 

Korea Korea Korea Korea Korea Korea Korea Korea 

MiddleMiddleMiddleMiddleMiddleMiddleMiddleMiddle--------
aged aged aged aged aged aged aged aged 

womenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomen

Expanded Employment Expanded Employment Expanded Employment Expanded Employment 
for the career for the career for the career for the career 
interruptedinterruptedinterruptedinterrupted

Elderly Elderly Elderly Elderly Elderly Elderly Elderly Elderly 

womenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomenwomen
Job creation & employment Job creation & employment Job creation & employment Job creation & employment 
supportsupportsupportsupport



‘Integrated Job Support System’ for career interrupted women‘Integrated Job Support System’ for career interrupted women‘Integrated Job Support System’ for career interrupted women‘Integrated Job Support System’ for career interrupted women‘Integrated Job Support System’ for career interrupted women‘Integrated Job Support System’ for career interrupted women‘Integrated Job Support System’ for career interrupted women‘Integrated Job Support System’ for career interrupted women

Women’s Reworking CenterWomen’s Reworking Center
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Job Policy Job Policy 
for Career Interrupted Womenfor Career Interrupted Women

[Figure][Figure][Figure][Figure][Figure][Figure][Figure][Figure] Service flow of Women’s Reworking CenterService flow of Women’s Reworking CenterService flow of Women’s Reworking CenterService flow of Women’s Reworking CenterService flow of Women’s Reworking CenterService flow of Women’s Reworking CenterService flow of Women’s Reworking CenterService flow of Women’s Reworking Center



90 centers appointed for operation across the nation 90 centers appointed for operation across the nation 
beginning with 72 in 2009, 90 in 2011, 100 planed in 2012beginning with 72 in 2009, 90 in 2011, 100 planed in 2012
50 % increase from50 % increase from 67,519 in 2009 to67,519 in 2009 to 101,980 in 2010, 101,980 in 2010, 

sharp increase in employment rate from 51.8% tosharp increase in employment rate from 51.8% to 62.1%62.1%
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Achievement of Achievement of 
Women’s Reworking CenterWomen’s Reworking Center

[Figure] No. of the employed via ‘Women’s Reworking [Figure] No. of the employed via ‘Women’s Reworking 
CenterCenter’’

Source: Press kit of the Ministry 
of Gender Equality & Family



19 out of 90 centers (21%) dispersed in 16 areas 19 out of 90 centers (21%) dispersed in 16 areas 
in Korea run by Seoul government in 2011in Korea run by Seoul government in 2011

Consulting & job search  service: Consulting & job search  service: 
‘Corporate‘Corporate Friendly Day’, ‘Happy Call’ Service, etcFriendly Day’, ‘Happy Call’ Service, etc
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SeoulSeoul--run run 
Women’s Reworking CenterWomen’s Reworking Center

Data analysis on Data analysis on Data analysis on Data analysis on Data analysis on Data analysis on Data analysis on Data analysis on 
job opening job opening job opening job opening job opening job opening job opening job opening 
/job search/job search/job search/job search/job search/job search/job search/job search

Job searchJob searchJob searchJob searchJob searchJob searchJob searchJob search

Job trainingJob trainingJob trainingJob trainingJob trainingJob trainingJob trainingJob training

Support Support Support Support Support Support Support Support 
for workfor workfor workfor workfor workfor workfor workfor work--------family family family family family family family family 
balancebalancebalancebalancebalancebalancebalancebalance

Promotion via Promotion via Promotion via Promotion via Promotion via Promotion via Promotion via Promotion via 
Social NetworkingSocial NetworkingSocial NetworkingSocial NetworkingSocial NetworkingSocial NetworkingSocial NetworkingSocial Networking

Mobile Job Mobile Job Mobile Job Mobile Job Mobile Job Mobile Job Mobile Job Mobile Job 
counseling servicecounseling servicecounseling servicecounseling servicecounseling servicecounseling servicecounseling servicecounseling service

Key tasks in Key tasks in Key tasks in Key tasks in Key tasks in Key tasks in Key tasks in Key tasks in 
SeoulSeoulSeoulSeoulSeoulSeoulSeoulSeoul



Migrant Women Policies in KoreaMigrant Women Policies in Korea
There are many programs for multicultural family and int’l marriage 
based migrant women, while not many for women migrant workers

Migrant women’s economic empowerment program Migrant women’s economic empowerment program 
affiliated to multicultural family support programaffiliated to multicultural family support program

Seoul Foundation of Women and Family

(Self) Employment Support Policies (Self) Employment Support Policies 
for Migrant Womenfor Migrant Women

affiliated to multicultural family support programaffiliated to multicultural family support program



Support (self) employment of int’l marriage based Support (self) employment of int’l marriage based 
migrant women with the central governmentmigrant women with the central government

begin with 21 centers in 2006, 38 in 2007, 80 in 2008, begin with 21 centers in 2006, 38 in 2007, 80 in 2008, 
100 in 2009, 159 in 2010, and 200 planned in 2011100 in 2009, 159 in 2010, and 200 planned in 2011
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Multicultural Family Support CenterMulticultural Family Support Center

Job searchJob search(Self) employment counseling(Self) employment counseling

100 in 2009, 159 in 2010, and 200 planned in 2011100 in 2009, 159 in 2010, and 200 planned in 2011

23 centers located in Seoul in 201123 centers located in Seoul in 2011

[Figure][Figure] Services of Multicultural Family Support CenterServices of Multicultural Family Support Center

Multicultural Multicultural Multicultural Multicultural Multicultural Multicultural Multicultural Multicultural 
Family Family Family Family Family Family Family Family 

Support CenterSupport CenterSupport CenterSupport CenterSupport CenterSupport CenterSupport CenterSupport Center

상상상상 (Self) employment (Self) employment 
educationeducation

(Self) employment support(Self) employment support
& job placement& job placement Job trainingJob training

Job skill raining courseJob skill raining course
for (self) employmentfor (self) employment



Assistant Service in Child Care CenterAssistant Service in Child Care Center

▶▶ PrivatePrivate--run childcare center with 36 kids run childcare center with 36 kids 
(10 children from multicultural families)(10 children from multicultural families)

▶▶ Employed 2 childcare assistants through a job creation programEmployed 2 childcare assistants through a job creation program
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Assistant Service in Child Care CenterAssistant Service in Child Care Center

Services of Seoul Multicultural Family Services of Seoul Multicultural Family 
Support Center Support Center 

▶▶ Work as language teacher (Japanese), assistant teacher, Work as language teacher (Japanese), assistant teacher, 

kitchen staff, etckitchen staff, etc

▶▶ Solve problems like gap in culture, childcare style, Solve problems like gap in culture, childcare style, 

and communicationand communication



(Case)Profit(Case)Profit--makingmaking social enterprise specialized social enterprise specialized 

Contribute to Contribute to job creation job creation for women in low for women in low 
income group and migrant womenincome group and migrant women
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‘Social Enterprise’ Support Program ‘Social Enterprise’ Support Program 
for Job Placement for for Job Placement for 
Women Vulnerable to EmploymentWomen Vulnerable to Employment

(Case)Profit(Case)Profit--makingmaking social enterprise specialized social enterprise specialized 
in food servicein food service including catering, group meal, including catering, group meal, 
cafeteria, and restaurantcafeteria, and restaurant

▶▶ migrant women’s participation in inventing menu with their traditional dishmigrant women’s participation in inventing menu with their traditional dish

▶▶ highly recognized in job creation and competitive business practice highly recognized in job creation and competitive business practice 

▶▶ provide new employment model as operating multicultural childcare provide new employment model as operating multicultural childcare 

center and young chef classcenter and young chef class



Stable Stable 
employmentemployment

Stable Stable 
employmentemployment

Need policies for stable employment as 

the existing job creation program for women 

is service and temporary job-driven
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Challenges for Women’s Economic Challenges for Women’s Economic 
Empowerment Policies in KoreaEmpowerment Policies in Korea

Local policiesLocal policiesLocal policiesLocal policies

Need varied and proper regional policy 

response for women’s economic 

empowering, as a key factor to be a part of 

‘globalization’

.

Job Job 
placementplacement

Job Job 
placementplacement

Need to focus more on direct job placement 

while the existing (self) employment support 

program for migrant women creates an 

environment for their financial independence
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Seoul makes women happySeoul makes women happySeoul makes women happySeoul makes women happy
Always be with youAlways be with youAlways be with youAlways be with you
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